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REPORT 


Baltimore,  ISTovember  17,  1873. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Mercantile  Library  Association : 

With  the  close  of  the  thirt3"-foiirth  year  of  oiir  Association, 
the  Board  of  Directors  heg  leave  to  submit  for  your  considera¬ 
tion  a  report  showing  the  operations  of  the  past  twelve  months 
and  the  present  condition  of  the  Library. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  finances  as  compiled 


from  the  Annual  Eeport  of  the  Treasurer,  Mr.  H.  C.  Landis  : 

Cash  on  hand  at  the  beginning  of  the  year . $  83 

Receipts  during  the  year  from  following  sources  : 

From  Active  Members . $2,399  00 

“  Honorary  Members .  2,977  00 

“  Fines .  325  20 

Extra  Books .  232  40 

“  Readings  of  Charlotte  Cushman  (first  and  second) .  781  40 

Loan  on  credit  of  the  Association . 2,000  00 


Total  Receipts . $8,715  83 

The  Disbursements  have  been  as  follows  : 

For  Books . $1,803  56 

“  Periodicals .  441  40 

“  Newspapers  .  295  86 

“  Binding .  573  95 

“  Advertising .  19  86 

Postage .  51  20 

“  Printing .  22  00 

“  Commissions .  211  50 

“  our  proportion  of  expenses  of  Building  as  assessed  by 

“  Council  of  Government  ” . 350  00 

“  Solicitor .  36  00 

“  Gas .  827  85 

“  General  expenses,  stationery,  repairs,  &c.,  including 
extra  compensation  and  other  expenses  incidental 

to  “Sunday  Openings” .  975  93 

“  German  Classes .  46  50 

Librarians’  Salaries.. .  1,699  90 
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For  Insurance .  167  50 

Loan  returned,  due  November  14,  1872 .  1,175  00 

Total  Expenditures .  $8,098  01 

Balance  on  hand  November  14,  1873  . $  17  82 


It  is  to  1)0  regretted  that  the  finances  of  the  Association  are 
not  on  a  more  favorable  oasis.  But  Ave  feel  assured  the 
present  condition  is  through  no  fiuilt  of  your  Board.  Con¬ 
siderable  revenue  has  been  lost  by  the  abolishing  of  the  initia¬ 
tion  fee  which  was  formerly  re(|uired  by  the  active  members. 
Besides  this,  the  financial  trouble  through  Avhich  the  country 
is  now  passing  has,  doubtless,  prevented  many  members  from 
renewing  their  subscriptions.  Tliis  is  2)ractically  indicated 
by  the  fact  that  the  2)rincipal  falling  off  of  the  receipts  from 
this  source  has  occurred  during  the  closing  months  of  our 
fiscal  year  in  Avhich  these  troubles  have  existed.  We  feel 
convinced,  however,  that  the  latter  difficulty  Avill  be  remedied 
in  due  time,  and  Ave  shall  share  in  the  general  revival  of 
prosperity. 

The  excitement  incident  to  a  closely  contested  election  has 
alAvays  had  the  effect  of  inducing  members,  Avhose  subscrip¬ 
tions  expire  during  the  latter  part  of  November,  to  renew 
them  on  or  before  the  day  of  election.  This  year  tliere  was 
but  one  ticket  in  nomination,  and  little  or  no  excitement  mani¬ 
fested.  As  a  result  the  number  of  renewals  made  at  the  time 
was  limited,  and  the  sum  pa-id  into  the  Treasury  compara¬ 
tively  small.  This  Avill  account  for  nearly,  if  not  all,  the 
apparent  increase  of  the  deficiency  as  shoAvn  in  the  Treasurer’s 
Keport. 

Books,  Etc. 

The  number  of  volumes  on  the  Accession  Catalogue  November  14, 


1872,  was .  27,369’ 

There  have  been  added  during  the  year  : 

By  Purchase .  1,083 

“  Donation . . .  81 

- 1,164 

Making  the  total  on  Catalogue  November  14, 1873 .  28,533 


This  is  exclusive  of  duplicates  237,  and  copies  to  replace 
those  worn  out  or  missing,  87.  Adding  these  to  the  number 
purchased  and  received  by  donation,  and  it  will  be  seen  that 
there  have  been  in  all  1 ,488  volumes  added  during  the  year. 
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The  classification  of  the  purchases  and  donations  is  as  follows: 


History . . . 

Biography . 

Voyages  and  Travels . . 

Arts  and  Sciences . 

Natural  History . 

Medicine . 

Architecture  and  Fine  Arts . 

Poetry  and  Drama . . 

Philosophy  and  Metaphysics . 

Theology  and  Religion . 

Law  and  Political  Economy ...  . , 

Essays  and  Criticisms . 

Rhetoric,  Oratory,  &c . 

Encyclopoedias  and  Dictionaries. . 
Periodicals  and  Bound  Pamphlets 

Fiction . . . 

Polygraphs  and  Miscellaneous . . . . 


Volumes. 

.  96 

.  114 
.  59 
.  84 
.  13 
.  6 
.  51 
.  60 
.  5 

.  21 
.  16 
.  47 

.  17 
.  27 
.  193 
.  325 
.  30 


During  the  month  of  April  we  received  an  invoice  of  two 
hundred  volumes  of  current  English  works  from  Mudie’s 
Library.  An  opportunity  to  purchase  a  copy  of  the  last  edi¬ 
tion  of  the  Encyclopoedia  Britannica  offering  itself  in  Decem¬ 
ber  last,  we  secured  it  at  a  very  reduced  price. 

The  donations  to  the  Library  embraced  104  volumes  and  13 
pamphlets.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  donors  : . 

Volumes.  Pamphlets. 


Apprentices’  Library,  New  York . . .  1 

Prof.  W.  E.  A.  Aikin,  Baltimore .  . .  1 

Mrs.  Charles  Bradenbaugh,  Baltimore .  77 

Baltimore  and  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.,  through  J.  W.  Garrett,  Esq. .  2  1 

Brooklyn  Park  Commission .  1 

Boston  Public  Library . 3 

George  B.  Cole.  Esq.,  Baltimore .  1 

Charlestown  (Mass.),  Public  Library. . .  1 

Chicago  Public  Library .  1 

Cincinnati  Public  Library .  2 

James  M.  Drill,  Esq.,  Baltimore .  7 

J.  P.  Des  Forges,  Esq.,  “  1  2 

Daily  Argus,  Brooklyn,  for  1873-4 . 

William  Felkin,  Esq.,  England, .  1 

Free  Public  Libraries,  Manchester,  Eng .  4  1 

Dr.  Ch.  Girard,  Paris .  1  1 

H.  A.  Homes,  Esq.,  Albany . .  . ,  1 

Hurd  &  Houghton,  New  York .  2 

Historical  and  Philosophical  Society  of  Ohio .  1 

M.  Y.  Kidd,  Esq.,  Baltimore .  3^ 

Winslow  Lewis,  M.  D.,  Boston. .  2  * 

Mercantile  Library  Company,  Philadelphia .  1  1 
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Volumes.  Pamphlets. 


Mercantile  Library  Association,  New  York .  1 

James  J.  Merrefield,  Esq.,  Baltimore . .  4 

Wm.  Minifie,  Esq.,  “  .  9 

J.  C.  Neilson,  Esq.,  “  .  18 

State  of  Ohio .  1 

New  England  Historic-Geneological  Society,  Worcester,  Mass.  . .  4 

Wm.  Freak  Poole,  Esq.,  Cincinnati .  1  2 

D.  J.  Snider,  Esq.,  St.  Louis .  1 

Dr.  C.  W.  Stearns,  Baltimore .  2 

St.  Louis  Academy  of  Sciences .  2 

Society  of  Mechanics  and  Tradesmen,  New  York .  2 

U.  S.  War  Department .  2  1 

TJ.  S.  Interior  Department .  2 

U.  S.  Congressional  Library .  1  1 

S.  T.  Wallis,  Esq.,  Baltimore .  1 

J.  D.  Whittington,  Esq.,  “  .  2 

Unitarian  Association — “  Christian  Register,”  1872-3 . 

Advocate  of  Peace  Publishers,  1872-3 . 


Totals, 


73 


The  total  number  of  deliveries  to  members  during  the  year 
was  32,715.  The  largest  delivery  in  any  one  month  was  in 
September,  when  3,280  volumes  were  issued.  The  smallest 
monthly  delivery  was  in  December,  when  the  number  issued 
was  2,401.  The  largest  daily  delivery  was  on  Saturday,  Feb¬ 
ruary  15,  1873,  244  volumes,  and  the  smallest  was  on  Tues¬ 
day,  November  26,  1872,  29  volumes. 

Periodicals  and  Newspapers. 


In  proportion  to  its  size  and  our  income,  our  Beading  Boom 
will  compare  very  favorably,  in  the  number  and  character  of  its 
newspapers  and  periodicals,  with  other  libraries. 

The  following  summary  shows  the  number  placed  on  file : 


Quarterlies — American . 

“  — Foreign . 

Monthlies — American  . . . . . 
“  — Foreign . 

Semi-Monthlies — American 
“  —Foreign. . 

Weeklies — American . 

“  — Foreign . . 

Tri-Weeklies— Foreign.. . . , 
Dailies — American . 

« 

Total . . . 

Of  which  eight  (8)  are  gifts. 


3 

4 

—  7 


17 

21 

38 

1 

5 

6 

21 

14 

35 

1 

26 

27 
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Pamphlets. 

At  the  date  of  the  last  Annual  Keport  there  were  152  hound 
volumes  of  pamphlets  on  hand,  containing  2,184  pamphlets, 
and  about  3,000  in  the  tin  cases  awaiting  binding.  During 
the  year  just  closing  there  have  been  hound  68  volumes,  con¬ 
taining  913  pamphlets  ;  so  that  we  now  have  220  volumes  of 
3,691  i^amphlets,  with  about  2,000  in  the  cases,  awaiting  com¬ 
pletion  and  binding.  Among  those  hound  during  the  year 
will  be  found  20  volumes  of  .various  Keports  of  libraries  ;  two 
of  Keports  of  the  New  York  Cabinet  of  Natural  History  ;  four 
of  the  New  York  Central  Park  (now  very  difficult  to  procure), 
and  one  of  the  Brooklyn  Parks.  Also  many  volumes  relating 
to  our  own  State,  and  others  of  more  or  less  value  and  interest. 

Binding. 

Nine  hundred  and  eleven  (911)  volumes  have  been  bound 
and  repaired  during  the  year. 

German  Classes. 

The  German  classes,  under  the  charge  of  Prof.  Gustav 
Facius,  commenced  the  second  session  October  1,  1812,  and 
continued  until  April  1th,  1813. 

During  the  first  quarter  of  the  sesssion  there  were  in  the 
Junior  Class,  10  pupils  ;  in  the  Intermediate  Class,  9  pupils  ; 
in*  the  Senior  Class,  5  pupils. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  second  quarter  the  Junior  Class 
was  discontinued.  Some  of  the  pupils  were  advanced  to  the 
Intermediate  Class.  The  remainder  failed  to  attend. 

During  the  second  quarter  the  classes  were  as  follows :  In¬ 
termediate,  5  pupils  ;  Senior,  3  pupils.  The  whole  number 
attending  during  the  session  was  32. 

We  are  greatly  indebted  to  Prof.  Facius  for  his  uniform  in¬ 
terest,  care  and  attention  to  the  classes,  and  hope  we  may  yet 
be  able  to  organize  classes  for  the  coming  winter,  though  at 
present  there  seems  to  be  but  a  poor  prospect. 

New  Delivery  System. 

The  card’"  or  “  slip  ”  system  for  keeping  the  account  of 
delivery  and  return  of  books,  was  thought  to  be  an  improve¬ 
ment  on  the  old  delivery  book,  and  its  use,  so  far,  has  fully 
justified  our  expectations.  It  is  compact,  neat,  easy  of  refer¬ 
ence,  less  liable  to  disarrangement,  portable  and  cheap. 
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Extra  SiiELF-ROOM. 

Some  of  the  Departments  becoming  too  crowdetl,  a  double 
case  was  placed  in  the  Fiction  Room,  relieving,  for  a  time,  the 
cases  in  the  main  Library.  All  the  available  sbelf-roorn  we 
liave  is  now  occu])ied.  In  some  of  the  Departments  the  books 
arc  doubled  ten  or  fifteen  on  a  shelf. 

During  the  ensuing  year  additional  .shelf-room  will  have  to 
be  provided. 

Sunday  Opening. 

By  a  vote  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  in  compliance  with  a 
petition  presented  from  the  active  membership,  tlie  Library 
and  Reading  Rooms  were  opened  on  Sunda3"s  from  the  hour  of 
two  P.  M.  until  ten  P.  M.,  commencing  January  5th.  This 
arrangement  continued  until  June  22d,  when,  in  view  of  the 
small  attendance  of  members,  the  Board  decided  to  discontinue 
it.  The  experiment  was  tried  for  twenty-five  Sundays,  and 
the  whole  number  visiting  the  rooms  was  728,  an  average  of 
29  each  day.  The  largest  attendance  was  on  March  30th,  49  ; 
and  the  smallest  June  22d,  13. 

Membership,  Etc. 

The  Active  members  of  the  Association  now  number  799, 
and  the  Honorary  members  539.  The  semi-annual  subscrip¬ 
tions  were  94. 

The  following  Amendments  to  the  Constitution,  having  re¬ 
ceived  the  approval  of  the  Board,  are  respectfully  referred  to 
the  membership,  a  two-third  vote  of  those  present  being  neces¬ 
sary  to  secure  their  adoption. 

Article  13  to  be  repealed  and  re-enacted  so  as  to  read  : 

*  ‘  ^Article  XIII. — The  President  shall  call  a  special  meeting 
of  the  members  of  the  Association  whenever  it  shall  be  re¬ 
quested  by  eight  members  of  the  Board,  at  a  regular  or  sjiOcial 
meeting  of  the  same,  jirovided  that  ten  days'  notice  shall  be 
given  through  the  Press,  prior  to  the  holding  of  such  meeting 
of  members  of  the  Association." 

Article  15  to  be  repealed  and  re-enacted  as  follows  : 

*  Article  XY. — -Amendments  to  this  Constitution  shall  be 
made  only  by  a  vote  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  ratified  by 


*  These  amendments  failed  to  be  ratified  at  the  Annual  Meeting,  Nov.  17, 1872. 
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two-thirds  of  the  members  present  at  the  next  succeeding  gen¬ 
eral  meeting,  whether  annual  or  special.” 

We  believe  the  adoption  of  the  foregoing  to  he  essential  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  Associa|iion,  and  trust  you  will  so  re¬ 
gard  them. 

It  is  also  our  opinion  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  a 
broader  basis  should  he  established  as  regards  the  qualifica¬ 
tions  for  active  membership.  At  present  the  list  has  been  re¬ 
duced  to  a  very  limited  number  by  the  restrictions  imposed  in 
our  Constitution.  The  welfare  of  the  Association  demands, 
we  think,  a  more  liberal  arrangement,  and  the  time  cannot  be 
far  distant  when  many  who  are  now  only  able  to  partially  en¬ 
gage  with  us  will  be  allowed  to  become  active  members,  and 
thus  enjoy  all  the  immunities  and  privileges  pertaining  to  such 
relations.  We  live  in  an  age  of  broad  ideas  and  liberal  con¬ 
structions,  and  institutions  like  our  own  should  not  be  ham¬ 
pered  with  regulations  that  prevent  them  from  accomplishing 
the  greatest  amount  of  good. 

Eeadings  and  Lectures. 

The  system  of  Leadings  and  Lectures,  inaugurated  during 
the  past  season,  has  proven  a  financial  success,  and,  we  be¬ 
lieve,  resulted  beneficially  to  the  Association  in  placing  it 
more  prominently  before  the  public,  and  bringing  under  its 
infiuence  many  persons  who  would  not  otherwise  have  recog¬ 
nized  its  merits.  It  has  been  the  aim  of  the  Directory  and  the 
Committee,  who  were  specially  charged  with  the  duty,  to 
provide  eminently  intellectual  entertainments  such  as  the  high 
and  critical  character  of  the  membership  and  the  public,  who 
so  generously  patronized  them,  demanded.  Perhaps  never 
before  have  more  intelligent  and  strictly  appreciative  audiences 
been  assembled  in  our  city  than  those  which  attended  these 
readings.  The  almost  universal  desire  for  their  continuation 
has  encouraged  your  Directory  to  engage  the  services  of 
several  of  the  most  prominent  Lecturers  and  Readers  of  the 
day,  and  they  propose  during  the  present  season  to  provide 
for  the  members  and  the  public  generally,  entertainments  that 
will  prove  in  every  way  enjoyable  and  profitable  intellectually. 
We  trust  the  members  will  continue  to  give  them  their  per¬ 
sonal  encouragement  and  thus  aid  in  satisfying  a  great  public 
want,  besides  adding  to  the  resources  of  the  Association. 
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General  Condition  of  the  Library. 

The  various  departments  are  kept  in  as  good  condition,  as 
regards  binding  and  the  arrangement  on  the  shelves,  as  our 
small  income  will  permit.  The  cases  being  open,  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  keep  the  hooks  in  their  proper  places,  and  only 
by  constant  attention  can  they  he  kept  in  anything  like  order. 
The  Fiction  Room  more  especially  is  troublesome  in  this 
respect.  Three  or  four  times  a  day  this  room  is  put  in  order. 
A  little  thought  on  the  part  of  our  members  would  save  a  vast 
deal  of  trouble  and  expense,  for  it  will  he  remembered  that  it 
is  not  the  reading  of  the  hooks  that  injures  them,  hut  the 
careless  handling. 

The  rooms  now  occupied  by  the  Association  are  incon¬ 
veniently  located  and  entirely  unsuited  to  its  wants.  They  do 
not  compare  favorably  with  those  of  similar  institutions  in 
other  cities,  and  there  is  a  general  wish  expressed  for  accom¬ 
modations  better  adapted  to  our  purposes  and  more  in  keeping 
with  the  spirit  of  the  age.  This  was  fully  realized  by  the 
Board.  But  even  if  the  financial  arrangements  for  the  project 
had  been  fully  consummated,  the  selection  of  a  site  and  the 
erection  of  suitable  buildings  would  have  consumed  so  much 
time  that  we  determined  to  meet,  in  part,  our  present  wants 
by  obtaining,  if  possible,  from  the  Historical  Society  the  rooms 
formerly  used  by  the  Baltimore  Library,  located  immediately 
over  those  we  now  occupy.  With  this  in  view,  we  asked  and 
obtained  from  the  society  referred  to  a  committee  to  confer 
with  a  similar  committee  from  our  Association  in  relation  to 
the  matter.  Our  application  was  fully  considered,  and  for  a 
time  we  indulged  the  hope  of  obtaining  our  object ;  but  after 
the  report  of  their  committee  the  Historical  Society  courteously 
declined  to  accede  to  our  request.  This  result  was  brought 
about,  or  at  least  infiuenced  to  a  certain  extent,  by  a  feeling 
on  the  part  of  some  of  our  own  members  (also  connected  with 
the  other  society),  who  seemed  to  think  if  we  obtained  more 
comfortable  and  suitable  accommodations  in  the  building  we 
now  occupy,  we  would  not  be  able  to  make  so  strong  or  efiective 
an  appeal  to  the  membership  and  the  public  at  large  for  a  neio 
building.  While  we  do  not  impugn  their  motives,  believing 
they  were  honest  in  their  convictions,  yet  we  are  confident  the 
interests  of  the  Association  would  have  been  promoted  had  we 
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been  able  to  secure  the  rooms  temporarily.  However,  that'- 
expedient  has  failed,  and  it  remains  for  us  to  do  the  best  we  ’ 
can  under  the  circumstances.  We  feel  it  should  be  the  con- - 
stant  aim  of  the  Association  and  its  officers  to  obtain  a  build-- 
ing  of  our  own,  and  believe  if  the  proper  appeal  were  made  to^ 
our  citizens  a  favorable  response  would  ensue.  Perhaps  just 
at  this  time  of  monetary  embarrassment  it  would  not  be  pru¬ 
dent  to  inaugurate  the  movement,  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  better 
times  will  soon  be  upon  us,  when  we  think  an  attempt  in  that 
direction  should  be  made. 

Before  closing  this  report  we  desire  to  state  that  while  the 
officers  of  the  Association,  coming  under  the  direction  of  the 
Board  and  having  immediate  care  of  the  Library,  have  been 
fairly  efficient  and  deserve  your  approbation,  we  would 
especially  commend  the  Chief  Librarian,  Mr.  J.  W.  M.  Lee, 
who  has  so  ably  conducted  the  workings  of  the  Department 
under  his  charge.  He  seems  to  be  especially  fitted  for  the 
position,  and  we  congratulate  the  Association  in  having  the 
services  of  so  valuable  an  officer. 

We  trust  the  year  upon  which  we  have  just  entered  will 
prove  more  prosperous  than  the  one  now  closing.  We  ven¬ 
ture  the  assertion  that  the  incoming  Board  will  spare  no  efibrt 
to  secure  this  result,  and  we  ask  for  them  the  hearty  co-opera¬ 
tion  of  every  member  of  the  Association. 

On  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 

JAMES  A.  GARY, 
President. 
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In  pursuance  of  a  request  signed  by  the  requisite  number  of 
active  members,  a  special  general  meeting  of  the  membership 
was  called  to  act  upon  certain  proposed  Amendments  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  Association.  The  special  meeting  was  held 
in  the  Kooms  of  the  Maryland  Historical  Society,  on  Monday 
evening,  January  5th,  1874. 

Meeting  was  called  to  order  at  eight  o’clock,  the  President, 
Mr.  James  A.  Gary,  in  the  chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  special  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Decem¬ 
ber  3d,  1873,  and  the  regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  De¬ 
cember  12th,  1873  (embodying  the  j^roposed  Amendments  to 
the  Constitution),  were  read  by  the  Secretary.  Upon  motion, 
it  was  resolved  that  the  proposed  Amendments  be  taken  up 
and  acted  upon  seriatim,  and  that  the  Amendment  to  Article 
IX  should  be  considered  first. 

Mr.  D.  Preston  Parr,  Jr.,  moved  that  Article  IX,  as 
amended,  be  adopted. 

Upon  motion  of  Mr.  T^  Alex.  Seth,  it  was  resolved  that 
speeches  be  limited  to  ten  minutes  each,  and  upon  motion  of 
Mr.  C.  C.  Groomes,  that  no  speaker  should  be  entitled  to  the 
floor  more  than  twice. 

The  question  upon  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  was  then 
discussed  by  Messrs.  James  Hodges,  D.  Preston  Parr,  Jr.,  C. 
C.  Groomes,  L.  P.  Townsend,  K.  K.  Cross,  and  J.  Morrison 
Harris  ]■  for,  and  by  Mr.  Geo.  Buchanan  Coale  against  its 
adoption. 

The  question  being  put  and  the  vote  taken  viva  voce,  the 
President  declared  the  amendment  adopted  by  the  requisite 
two-thirds  majority. 

Division  was  called  for,  and  a  vote  taken  by  separation  of 
the  members,  with  the  same  result. 

Article  X,  as  amended,  was  then  read  and  adopted  unani¬ 
mously. 
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Amendment  to  Article  XI  was  then  read,  and  pending  a 
vote  the  cpaestion  was  raised  as  to  whether,  under  the  third 
section  of  the  Article,  as  amended,  the  approval  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  would  be  essential  to  the  transfer  of  a  perpetual 
membership. 

Upon  motion  of  Mr.  James  Hodges,  the  question  was  sub¬ 
mitted  to  Kichard  J.  Gittings,  Esq.,  for  bis  legal  opinion, 
whether,  in  the  case  of  a  transfer  of  a  perpetual  membership 
by  bequest,  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Directors  would  be 
necessarv  in  order  t(5)  give  effect  to  the  transfer. 

Mr.  Gittings  gave  as  his  opinion  that  in  such  transfer  one 
formality  liad  been  complied  with,  but  the  apj^roval  of  the 
Board  was  also  essential,  and  without  it  the  transfer  would  be 
without  effect. 

The  amendment  was  tlien  adopted. 

Article  XIII,  as  amended,  was  then  read  and  adopted  unan- 
imouslv. 

The  meeting  having  completed  the  businesss  before  it,  ad¬ 
journed. 


Article  XV  of  the  Constitution  requires  that  amendments 
to  tlie  Constitution  shall  be  made  onlv  bv  a  vote  of  the  Board 
of  Directors,  ratitied  by  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  at 
tlm  next  succeeding  general  meeting.  Those  provisions  hav¬ 
ing  been  duly  complied  with.  Articles  IX,  X,  XI,  and  XIII 
of  the  Constitution  now  stand  as  follows  : 

Article  IX. 

All  white  males  over  fifteen  vears  of  age  are  eligible  to  be- 
come  active  members  of  the  Association.  The  -approval  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  shall  be  necessarv  to  the  election  of  all 
applicants  for  active  membership.  Any  Active  member  may 
remain  such,  so  long  as  he  shall  continue  to  pay  his  annual 
subscription  and  comply  with  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the 
Society.  If  his  subscription  shall  be  discontijiued,  he  may  at 
any  time  thereafter,  upon  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Direc¬ 
tors,  resume  his  membership  from  a  new  date. 

Article  X. 

The  present  Active  members  and  such  persons  as  shall  here¬ 
after  join,  previous  to  becoming  projirietors  or  principals,  shall 
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pay  an  annual  subscription  of  three  dollars,  in  advance.  All 
others  shall  pay  an  annual  subscription  of  live  dollars,  in  ad¬ 
vance. 

Article  XI. 

Section  1.  Any  person  may  become  an  Honorary  member  of 
this  Association  on  the  payment  of  five  dollars  annually,  in 
advance,  or  by  a  vote  of  the  Board  of  Directors.  Honorary 
members  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  Active  mem¬ 
bers,  excepting  only  the  right  of  voting  and  holding  office  in 
the  Association. 

Sec.  2.  Any  person  contributing  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars,  at 
one  time,  shall  be  a  Life  member. 

Sec.  3.  Any  person  contributing  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
dollars,  at  one  time,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  Perpetual  member¬ 
ship,  which  may  be  transferable. 

Article  XIII. 

The  President  shall  call  a  special  meeting  of  the  members 
of  the  Association,  upon  an  application  to  that  effect,  signed 
by  two-thirds  of  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  or 
fifty  active  members  of  the  Association,  the  said  call  to  be  ad¬ 
vertised  in  not  less  than  three  of  the  daily  papers  of  the  city, 
and  posted  on  the  Bulletin  Board  of  the  Library  for  ten  days 
previous  to  said  meeting. 

H.  J.  FOBD, 
Recording  Secretary. 
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